Academic Integrity Agreement      
Students enrolled in any of [Professor] classes are held to high standards of academic integrity. This explanatory document must be acknowledged within the first week of class.  Detailed materials on plagiarism will be made available throughout the term.  Students are responsible for avoiding this serious infraction.   
The following useful explanation appears on the University of Oklahoma’s “Student’s Guide to Academic Integrity” (http://integrity.ou.edu/students_guide.html)
Academic integrity means honesty and responsibility in scholarship. . . . Here are the basic assumptions about academic work . . . : 

(1) Students attend [college] in order to learn and grow. 
(2) Academic assignments exist for the sake of this goal. 
(3) Grades exist to show how fully the goal is attained. 
(4) Thus, all work and all grades should result from the student's own effort to learn and grow. Academic work completed any other way is pointless, and grades obtained any other way are fraudulent. 

Academic integrity means understanding and respecting these basic truths, without which no [college] can exist. Academic misconduct . . . . violates the assumptions at the heart of all learning. It destroys the mutual trust and respect that should exist between student and professor. Finally, it is unfair to students who earn their grades honestly. 
                                                                                                              (“Student’s Guide”)
The primary form of misconduct that occurs in the [insert discipline, delete, or modify] classroom is plagiarism of essays, especially research-based essays. The UO website offers these helpful definitions:   
1. IT IS PLAGIARISM TO COPY WORDS AND PRESENT THEM AS YOUR OWN WRITING. It is the worst form of plagiarism to copy part or all of a paper from the Internet, from a book, or from another source without indicating in any way that the words are someone else's. To avoid this form of plagiarism, the paper must BOTH place the quoted material in quotation marks AND use an acceptable form of documentation to indicate where the words come from. 

2. IT IS PLAGIARISM TO COPY WORDS, EVEN IF YOU GIVE THE SOURCE, UNLESS YOU ALSO INDICATE THAT THE COPIED WORDS ARE A DIRECT QUOTATION. Simply documenting the source in a footnote or bibliography isn't good enough. You must also indicate that the words themselves are quoted from someone else. To avoid this form of plagiarism, put all quoted words in quotation marks or use equivalent punctuation.

3. IT IS PLAGIARISM TO COPY WORDS AND THEN CHANGE THEM A LITTLE, EVEN IF YOU GIVE THE SOURCE. Repeating someone else's writing in different words so it's not a direct quotation is called "paraphrasing." Paraphrasing is fine when you indicate the source and the new expression is actually your own. When it's not -- when the expression remains substantially similar to the source as a whole or in one of its parts -- it's plagiarism. 

. . . . To count as "your own words," your paper must be so significantly different from your sources that a reasonable reader would consider it a new piece of writing. If it's not -- if "your writing" is substantially similar to somebody else's where individual variations would be expected, it's plagiarism. 

4. EVEN IF YOU EXPRESS THEM IN YOUR OWN WORDS, IT IS PLAGIARISM TO PRESENT SOMEONE ELSE'S IDEAS AS YOUR OWN. It is plagiarism to present someone else's original arguments, lines of reasoning, or factual discoveries as your own, even if you put the material in your own words. To avoid this form of plagiarism, cite the source.                                                                                                 (“Student’s Guide”)
OTHER FORMS OF ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT INCLUDE 

· providing a false source citation for quoted or researched information 

· listing a source on the Works Cited page without actually using it in the paper
· listing a source on the Works Cited page without identifying where it is used
· submitting an assignment for credit in two classes without prior permission  

This class uses the [insert MLA, APA, Chicago Rule, etc] guidelines. There are links to more information and instructions on the class Canvas site.  

If asked to do so, students must promptly meet with me to discuss their research and composition process.  All students should familiarize themselves with important issues by reviewing the college's policies on academic dishonesty and your writing handbook.  
PENALTIES:  Plagiarism can be penalized whether intentional or not. This covers everything from minor homework assignments to formal essays. [insert policy, e.g. “Depending on the circumstances, students who intentionally plagiarize will be given an F or zero on the assignment or may be dropped from the class. Students who honestly mishandle their source material may be allowed to promptly resubmit the assignment with a grade penalty. Any student who plagiarizes twice will fail the class.” ]  
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: Students must acknowledge the Academic Integrity Agreement through the survey link in Canvas to indicate they have read and understood the definitions and policies. Students who do not acknowledge this agreement will be asked to meet with me privately, and I may withhold grades until it is addressed. 
